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Please amend claims 3, 15, 50 and 51 as indicated below. 



\ 



1 . (Previously Cancelled), 

2. (Previously Amended). A speech information processing method of generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 



a first encoding step 01 



a calculation step of ca culating an encoding distortion produced at said first encoding 



step; 



encoding a speech segment; 




<4 




a storage step of storin \ the encoded speech segment encoded in said first encoding step 
in the speech segment dictiona ry, in a case where the encoding distortion produced at said first 
encoding step is less than a pit determined value; 

a second encoding step, of encoding the speech segment, in a case where the encoding 
distortion produced at said fin t encoding step is not less than the predetamined threshold value; 
and 

a storing step of storii g the encoded speech segment encoded in said second encoding 
step in the speech segment d cticmary. 

3. (Currently Amended/ A speech information processing method of generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

a construction step/of constructing quantization code books using one or more speech 
segments fltnreri in a spedbh database; 

an encoding steo of encoding a speech segment stnrfid in fhfi spmth database using one of 
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^jpthe quantization code books constructed in said construction step; and 

a storage step of storing the encoded speech segment encoded in said encoding step in the 



speech segment dictionary. 



4. (Previously Cancelled). 

5. (Previously Amended). A speech information processing method of generating a speech 
segment dictionary (for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

a selection step of selecting an encoding method of encoding a speech segment from a 
plurality of encoding methods; 

an encoding step of encoding the speech segment by using the selected encoding method; 

and 

a storage Aep of storing the encoded speech segment in a speech segment dictionary, 
wherein the selected encoding method uses a n-law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive coding. 

6-10. (Previously Cancelled). 



1 1 , (Previously Amended) A speech information processing apparatus for generating a 
speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

selecting means for selecting an encoding method of encoding a speech segment from a 
plurality of encoding methods; 

encoding m &ns for encoding the speech segment by using the selected encoding method; 
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calculation 



i leans for calculating an encoding distortion produced by said encoding 



means; 




selection m :ans for selecting an encoding method of the plurality of encoding methods in 
which the encoding distortion is smallest; and 

storage ma ns for storing the encoded speech segment encoded using the encoding 
method selected bj said selection means, in the speech segment dictionary, 

wherein the : selected encoding method uses a |x-law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive cc ding. 

— 

1 5> (Currently Amended). A speech information processing method of synthesizing speech 
by using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 
a construction step of constructing quantization code books using one or more speech 

segments fttnrad in Jgpftftrh Artahast*] 

an encoding step of encoding a speech segment stored in a speech database using one of 
the quantization co< e books constructed in said construction step; 

a storage ste > of storing the encoded speech segment encoded in said encoding step in the 
speech segment die ionary, and 

a decoding s tep of decoding the encoded speech segment by using the quantization code 
books constructed ii i said construction step. 



16. (Previously Cancelled). 
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17. (Previously Amemfed). A speech information processing method of synthesizing speech 

by using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

a selection step of selecting an encoding method of encoding a speech segment from a 

plurality of encoding methods; 

an encoding/step of encoding the speech segment by using the selected encoding method; 

and 

a storage/step of storing the encoded speech segment in a speech segment dictionary, 
wherein/ the selected encoding method uses a ji law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive coding. 

18-22. (Previously cancelled). 

23. (Previously Amended) /A speech information processing apparatus for synthesizing 
speech by using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, 
comprising: 

decoding means forifclecoding the speech segment by using a decoding step of decoding 
the speech segment by usiAg a plurality of decoding methods for decoding the speech segment; 

calculation means for calculating a decoding distortion produced by said decoding means; 

selection means for selecting a decoding method of the plurality of decoding methods in 
which the decoding distortion is smallest; and 

speech synthesizing means for synthesizing speech on the basis of the decoded speech 
segment decoded by doe decoding method selected by said selection means, 

wherein the selected decoding method uses an- law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
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linear predictive coding. 



24-48. (Previously Cancelled). 



49. (Previously Added) A speech information processing apparatus for generating a speech 
segment dictionary ! br holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

first encoding means for encoding a speech segment; 

calculating it cans for calculating an encoding distortion produced by said first encoding 

means; 



storage mean > 
means in the speech 



value; and 

storage means 
means in the speech 



A 



for storing the encoded speech segment encoded by said first encoding 
egment dictionary, in a case where the encoding distortion produced by said 
first encoding means ts less than a predetermined value; 

second encod ng means for encoding the speech segment, in a case where the encoding 
distortion produced b / said first encoding means is not less than the predetermined threshold 



for storing the encoded speech segment encoded by said second encoding 
sbgment dictionary. 




50. (Currently Amende^) A speech information processing apparatus for generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

construction means for constructing quantization code books using one or more speech 
, segments gtrreH in a *a(eech rfatahase; 

encoding me&s for encoding a speech segment stored in thfi ^ftftnh database, using one of 
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the quantization code books constructed by said construction means; and 



for storing the encoded speech segment encoded by said encoding means 



in the speech segment dictionary. 



construction 
segments stnrad in a 



51. (Currently An ended) A speech information processing apparatus for synthesizing speech 
^jjc by using a speech sej rnent dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 



i neans for constructing quantization code books using one or more speech 



encoding me ins for encoding a speech segment stnrrd in the spfiftch database using one of 
the quantization cod 5 books constructed by said construction means; 

storage meai s for storing the encoded speech segment encoded by said encoding means 
in the speech segmc it dictionary; and decoding means for decoding the encoded speech segment 
by using the quantization code books constructed by said construction means. 
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